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methodologies, the institute teaches a bot-
tom-up approach that empowers people to
take charge of their lives and find ways to
improve them. The focus is on asset-
based community development, which
looks at how to leverage existing assets,
such as resources, rather than simply
focus on problems and how to fix them.

Symon Adhikary is one of the many
Coady graduates making a difference.
The founder and executive director of
Bangladesh Auxiliary Services for Social
Advancement (BASSA), Adhikary works
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The organization,
which consists of 260 community
groups, offers a wide range of programs,

including income generation, health and
nutrition, emergency relief, and rehabili-
tation. Adhikary estimates that in addi-
tion to the 5,200 direct beneficiaries of
the programs BASSA offers, there are
31,200 indirect beneficiaries, such as
family members. 

“The educational experience at the
Coady Institute is the milestone of my
life,” says Adhikary. “I am running this
organization based on what I learned
from Coady, which has made me a serv-
ice-oriented person whose main objec-
tive is to serve the poorest of the poor in
the community.”

Last year more than 130 community-

development workers from 26 coun-
tries—including India, Nepal, the
United States, and Canada—studied at
the institute’s Antigonish campus.
“This place is a Mecca for them,” says
Coyle. “They’ve come here because of
the innovation this place is known for.”
– ANDREW SAFER

Behind a heavily protected door deep inside Canada’s newest

neuroscience research laboratory is one of the most powerful

human-imaging magnets in the world. It is so powerful, in fact, that it

will give Halifax-based researchers the ability to probe into the

human brain more effectively than ever before.

Researchers say the new 4 Tesla magnetic resonance imaging

(MRI) system and its accompanying research facilities have the poten-

tial to lead to discoveries of new medicines, cures, and lifesaving

treatments for people who suffer from such brain disorders as

Parkinson’s, Huntington’s, and Alzheimer’s diseases.

In December doctors, researchers, and politicians gathered at the

Halifax Infirmary, which is part of the Queen Elizabeth II Health

Sciences Centre, to open the new laboratory.The centrepiece of the

$10-million project, funded largely by the National Research Council,

is the MRI system.The magnet weighs more than 18 tonnes and

requires extensive testing and refinement before it is ready for

research. (At press time, it was expected to be operational sometime

this winter.)

The new MRI and lab anchor the work of the Halifax-based Brain

Repair Centre, a research partnership of more than 100 experts.

They also reinforce the region’s status as a leader in brain repair.

Top researchers and physicians associated with the centre range from

surgeons who replace brain tissue to scientists who research stem-

cell neurobiology.

“I am familiar with the reputations of many of the neuroscientists

affiliated with [the Brain Repair Centre], and much of the ongoing

research is world class,” says Tony Phillips, a professor in the

University of British Columbia’s graduate neuroscience program and

an advisory board chair for the Institute for Neurosciences, Mental

Health and Addiction (part of the Canadian Institutes of Health

Research).

According to Dr. Ivar Mendez, the Brain Repair Centre’s chair and

head of Dalhousie University’s neurosurgery division, Nova Scotians

should feel comforted knowing that if they or a family member devel-

ops a brain disorder, they won’t have to travel outside of Nova Scotia

to get expert medical care. An attractive feature for recruiting new

staff to the region, the neuroimaging lab will complement the centre’s

unique neurotransplantation program, the only one of its kind in

Canada and one of just four in the world. “We want this to be the

brain-repair centre of the world,” says Mendez. – ALLISON LAWLOR

Brain gain

Halifax’s newest neuroimaging 
MRI system reinforces the region’s 
status as a world leader in brain repair.

Clarification: In the Winter 2004 edition there
was an error in the Snap Shot titled “The busi-
ness of music.” Bill Appleby is a partner in his
own production company,Appleby Enterprises,
and is the second vice-president of the Music
Industry Association of Nova Scotia, not Todd
Graham from McKenzie College, as it appeared
in the item.We apologize for the mix-up.
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